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Springfield, Mass., March 29, 1896. 
Editor Decorator and Furnisher. 

Dear Sir: We have a new house that is 
nearing completion, and I would be more 
than obliged if you would give me ideas and 
suggestions as to color scheme and draper- 
ies for same. I have enclosed the plans 
showing the position of the house and have 
marked the few changes, such as seats in 
library and staircase hall. The house has 
one of those roofs which come to the first 
floor, with dormer windows in the den and 
back chamber. The height of floors is nine 
feet, both up and downstairs. The wood- 
work is as follows : Hall staircase and din- 
ing-room in oak, with hardwood floors. 
Parlor in white or cream enamel, and the 
library in cherry. Upstairs the hall is in 
oak, as is the den, and for the rest of the 
house I want you to use your own good 
taste, in which I have all faith. I am go- 
ing to have chamber over library furnished 
in mahogany with brass bed. I desire to 
have blue, even if I change the furniture, 
which I can do if you think best. The 
chamber over the dining-room is to be fur- 
nished in oak. I have this set now and 
must use it. Had thought of yellow for 
this room. What can- you suggest for the 
den, which must contain a Morris chair and 
a willow chair, also an oak desk and table, 
both of which we have at present ? As for 
chamber over kitchen, I have not given that 
a thought. I will give you my idea and 
you can then judge somewhat of my taste. 
And I want your honest opinion regardless 
of anything written here. I do not like a 
crowded effect, nor do I want it expensive, 
for I think it can be made pretty and home- 
like with small outlay. At least no extrav- 
agances, please. 

I had thought of carrying out a scheme of 
green and rose color in parlor, with mahog- 
any and sage green in the library, and the 
dining-room ill old blues and browns. I do 
not know what to do with the rest of the 
house, especially the halls, which must bleed 
with everything. I have Turkish rugs for 
halls upstairs and down. I have taken this 
liberty, for I have taken The Decorator 
and Furnisher for over two years, and have 
been more than interested in your sugges- 
tions for home decoration, and your kind- 
ness in answering previous correspondents. 
I do want something a little different from 
every other home one enters, and it is the 
individuality of your schemes that pleases 
me. May I ask for an early reply to my re- 
quests ? 

Very truly yours, 

Mrs. Charles Smith. 



In response to your request, we mailed 
you yesterday samples of wall papers and 
draperies for your various rooms. 

PARLOR. 

For parlor we send you a very soft old 
rose paper with frieze for same. The price 
of paper is twenty cents per roll, frieze 
ten cents per yard. With this we send 
you for draperies a sample of silk-and-wool 
goods — a dull green and old rose, the old 
rose favoring very closely the tone of your 
wall paper. With this use laces or nets, as 
desired. We also send you another sample 



of paper for same room, having the yellow 
tones more pronounced, and the old rose 
over a little deeper. This is for choice and 
will cost you twenty-two cents per roll, 
frieze ten cents per yard. Drapery will 
go well with either paper. 

LIBRARY. 

For library we send you a paper of rich 
olive tone, the pattern over in a much deep- 
er and a much lighter tone of same. The 
paper will cost you forty cents per roll, the 
frieze fifteen cents per yard. We send you 
also a sample of ceiling paper, which, should 
you not desire to use, will serve as a sug- 
gestion for tinting and decorating same. 
The ceiling paper is forty cents per roll. 
For draperies and portieres, we send you 
a sample of single-faced velour, a deep 
mahogany red. . This will serve as a rich 
contrast to your wall paper and fittings, 
and will cost $2.25 per yard of fifty inches 
wide. The use of laces or nets in this 
room is optional, being a matter of personal 
taste and choice. 

DINING-ROOM. 

For dining-room we send you a treatment 
of Delft blue and warm browns. The 




Drapery for Parlor Doors. 



paper, of which we send you wall, frieze 
and ceiling, will cost you: for walls thirty 
seven and one half cents per roll, ceiling 
the same, frieze fifteen cents per yard. For 
draperies and portieres we send you a sam- 
ple of silk and cotton goods (brocaded) in a 
warm golden brown, with a very soft self 
tone pattern over. This will cost you $2.49 
per yard of fifty inches wide. Should not ad- 
vise the use of lace under-draperies in this 
room. 

hall. 

For halls, both upstairs and down, we 
send you a rich imitation leather paper 
without frieze, in dull reddish leather 
color, with pattern over in two tones of 
olive and gold. Tint ceiling the lighter 
shade of olive in paper, decorating over 
with pattern of same character, using the 
light olive tones with a suggestion of am- 
bers, browns and gold. For portieres and 
draperies we send you a rich olive velour, 
single-faced goods, lining to be lighter tone 
of same. This will bring about a rich con- 
trasting harmony in the colors of your hall, 
as this deep olive has a faculty of bringing 



out the deep reddish tones in the leather 
color. Price of goods, $2. 50 per yard of 
fifty inches wide. 



For den we send you a quaint effect of 
tapestry paper. Although this paper looks 
quite dark in sample, the effect when on the 
wall is very rich and agreeable. There is 
no frieze with this paper, but we send you 
the wall paper and ceiling to match. Cost of 
paper, eighty cents per roil, ceiling the same. 
For draperies and portieres we send you a 
sample of jute tapestry, a very deep old rose 
matching the duller tone of the color in the 
wall paper. This is a double-faced goods 
and needs no lining; $1.50 per yard of fifty 
inches wide. The effect of this room, in 
this combination, we feel will be quaint, 
rich and very satisfactory. 

parlor chamber. 

We send you two samples of yellow, 
which, though the same color, widely differ 
in tone and price. As will be seen, one 
sample is a very deep yellow embossed 
paper, rich and elegant m effect, costing 
seventy-five cents per roll, frieze eighteen 
cents per yard. The other sample is a 
much softer shade and less expensive paper. 
Price, sixteen cents per roll, frieze ten cents 
per yard. There are no ceilings with these 
papers. Ceiling may be tinted a very deli- 
cate, soft tone of buff, the decoration, if 
any, depending wholly upon the paper 
which is selected. We send you with this 
for draperies, two samples of inexpensive 
summer goods. These will go with either 
of the papers. One sample is a soft yellow 
with green decoration over, costing sixty- 
nin<? cents per yard, the deeper golden tone 
costing fifty cents per yard. 

For kitchen chamber we send you a plain 
ingrain paper, terra cotta in color, and cost- 
ing twenty-five cents per roll, for which, if 
you desire, you can havea nine-inch frieze at 
eight cents per yard. We send you with this 
a sample of deeper, duller India red summer 
drapery, which you can use if desired. Price, 
sixty- nine cents per yard. 

For south chamber we send you a flower 
pattern in violet or purple tones over an al- 
most white ground. It is very soft and 
beautiful when in place. Ceiling paper is 
sent with this, to be used if desired. Price 
of Avail paperis forty-five cents per roll, ceil- 
ing forty-five cents per roll, frieze eighteen 
cents per yard. With this we send two 
patterns of summer draperies, embodying 
the colors in the paper, one pattern having 
white ground with green and violet over, 
sixty-nine cents per yard ; the other is a 
little richer in effect, having a yellow ground, 
price, forty-nine cents per yard. Either 
sample will harmonize very nicely with 
the paper. We will send you, as soon as 
we can find a sample satisfactory in tone, 
a blue paper with draperies for your library 
chamber, this being, we believe, the only 
one not included in the present list. 




Simple and Artistic. 



